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	Without their original birth certificate…

1. ADOPTEES ARE DENIED the CIVIL RIGHT to know the facts of their own birth.  Adoptees can’t get their original birth certificate; they get an amended birth certificate, where:

· names of birth parents are removed,

· adoptees’ birth names are changed, and

· adoptees’ place of birth and/or date may be changed, too.

2. ADOPTEES ARE BARRED access to their MEDICAL HISTORY.
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3. ADOPTEES ARE NOT FREE to marry without the fear

OF COMMITTING INCEST.

· Adoptees are often raised in the same communities as their birth families.

· The risk of marriage between birth siblings separated by adoption is documented…  “The pair learned that they both had the same mother, but because New Jersey’s records are sealed they did not learn her name.”

 Church Changing View on Open Adoption, 
    National Catholic Reporter, December 16, 1994
4. ADOPTEES ARE EXCLUDED FROM knowing their RELIGIOUS and ETHNIC ORIGINS.

· NJ celebrates its ethnic diversity, but denies adoptees knowledge of their own heritage.

· “The need to know is normal, and for many adoptees essential for their emotional well-being.”

 David Brodzinsky, PhD, Adoption Researcher, Author, 
    Retired Rutgers Professor and former NJ Resident


	
	Honor adoptees’ rights and join these states and nations that provide access:

These NJ-based organizations support adoptees’ access to 

original birth certificates…

  Adoption Agency Council of New Jersey 
     (AACNJ) member agencies:

     Adoptions from the Heart
     Children of the World 

     Children’s Aid and Family Services 

     Family and Children’s Services
     Holt International Children’s Services
     Jewish Family and Children’s Services of 
         Southern New Jersey
     Reaching Out Through International Adoption

     Spence-Chapin Services to Families and 
         Children
     Welcome House of Pearl S. Buck  International
  Concerned Persons for Adoption (CPFA)
  Human Genetics Association of New Jersey
  New Jersey Medical Society
And so do these national organizations:

Child Welfare League of America

American Adoption Congress

North American Council on Adoptable Children

National Adoption Center

Evan B. Donaldson Adoption Institute
Parents for Ethical Adoption Reform (PEAR)
Adoptees’ Liberty Movement Association (ALMA)

Concerned United Birthparents
General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church USA

General Convention of the Episcopal Church
British Association for Adoption and Fostering


	“Knowing your family history can save your life.”

DO THE RIGHT THING!

Support access to original birth certificates in New Jersey!
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“Tracing the illnesses suffered by your parents, grandparents and other blood relatives can help your doctor take action to keep you and your family healthy.  The bottom line is that knowing your family history can save your life.”


 Dr. Benjamin Carmona, US Surgeon General,


    Family History Initiative, Thanksgiving, 2004





“Most [DNA] tests are pretty much predicated on whether or not there is a family history.  Family history is critical for taking advantage of the new genomic medicine which is bubbling up all around us.”


 Dr. Francis Collins, Director, 


    National Human Genome Research Institute








Prepared by:  New Jersey Coalition for Adoption Reform and Education (www.nj-care.org), 973-292-2440, December 2009

NJCARE believes adult adopted persons should have the right to know the truth of their origins and the right to obtain a copy of their original birth certificate.
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